
 

 

Gray’s Creek High School 
5301 Celebration Drive 
Hope Mills, NC 28348 

(910) 424-8589 
www.gchs.ccs.k12.nc.us 

This agenda belongs to: 

Name:  __________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________ 
        
               ________________________________ 
 
Home Phone: _________ Cell Phone: ___________ 

                  First Semester Schedule 
        Subject                    Teacher                             Room 
 
1st   _________________   _____________________  _____ 

2nd  _________________   _____________________  _____ 

3rd  _________________   _____________________  _____ 

4th  _________________   _____________________  _____ 

Second Semester Schedule 
        Subject                    Teacher                             Room 
 

1st   _________________   _____________________  _____ 

2nd  _________________   _____________________  _____ 

3rd  _________________   _____________________  _____ 

4th  _________________   _____________________  _____ 

It is the policy of the Cumberland County Public School System not to discriminate  
on the basis of race, ethnic origin, sex, or disability in its educational programs,  

activities, or employment policies. 



 

 

Gray’s Creek hiGh sChool administration 
 

Mrs. Lisa G. Stewart, Principal 
Mrs. Pattsy Drake , Assistant Principal 

Mr. Troy Lindsey, Assistant Principal/Athletic Director 
Mrs. Melanie Myrtle, Assistant Principal 
Mrs. Casey Yates, Assistant Principal 

 

Gray’s Creek hiGh sChool mission statement 
The mission of the Gray’s Creek High School community is to foster 
a safe, caring environment, promote high academic standards and 

encourage pride, leadership, and respect for all. 

Gray’s Creek hiGh sChool CoUnselinG staFF 
(Counselors assigned by Student’s Last Name) 

Mrs. Melissa McMahan, Counselor (A—D) 
Mr. Hurley Williams, Counselor/Lead Counselor (E—K) 

Mr. Lewis Orr, Counselor (L—Robertson) 
Mrs. Anna Locklear, Counselor (Robinson—Z) 

Mrs. Vanessa Wade, School Social Worker 

 

Daily Bell Schedule 
School Doors Open @ 7:45 am 

 

Atrium Opens @ 8:05 am 
 

8:14 Entry Bell 
 

8:25—10:00    1st period 
 

10:04—11:39   2nd period 
 

11:43—2:02    3rd period 
 

LUNCH 
(time will be based on enrollment) 

 

Enter your Lunch Time 
1st Sem:_______________ 

 
2nd Sem:_______________ 

   

2:06—3:40 4th period 

 

The Enrichment Period is a block of time during the school day where students are 
given the opportunity to seek tutoring, work on academic pursuits, and/or participate 

in other special interest activities with their peers and teachers. 
 

8:25—9:42   1st period 

9:46—11:03   2nd period 

11:07-11:47 ER BLOCK 

11:51—2:05    3rd period 

1st Lunch: 11:53-12:17 

2nd Lunch: 12:20-12:44 

3rd Lunch: 12:47-1:11 

4th Lunch: 1:14-1:38 

5th Lunch: 1:41-2:02 

2:06—3:40 4th period 
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Athletic insurance 
Athletes must have the proper  

insurance form on file in the athletic 
director’s office prior to participation.  

School insurance is available for  
purchase.  Proof of insurance is  

required. 

Arrival on campus 
Upon arrival on campus, students will not be allowed in the atrium/cafeteria area 
until 8:05 am. Students are not permitted in the hallways prior to the 8:12 Senior 

Bell & 8:14 Regular Bell.    

Accidents 
All accidents involving any personal 
injury that occur at school must be 

reported to the main office, whether 
the student involved has school  

insurance or not. An accident report 
must be completed and filed through 

the main office. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
General announcements will be made 
once a day.  All announcements must 

be in writing, approved by the 
sponsor, and submitted to  

Mrs. Warren by 9:30 am daily.   
Announcements will be made at the 

end of 1st period each day. 

 Athletics 
Athletic eligibility 

The North Carolina High School Athletic Association eligibility requirements are 
as follows: 

 Students must live in the Gray’s Creek High School district with their natural parents.  Legal 
guardians will be recognized only if the parent is not living. 

 Students must be properly enrolled at the time of participation, must be    enrolled no later than 
the 15th day of the present semester unless transferring, and must be in regular attendance at 
that school.   

 Attend at least 85% of the previous semester. 

 Students must pass 3 subjects each semester on a 4 X 4 schedule and/or 5 subjects in a seven 
period day schedule for the current school year. 

 Students can not participate in any sport with outstanding fees owed. 

 Students must not have graduated, been eligible for graduation from high school or have exceed-
ed eight consecutive semesters of attendance. 

 Students must be under 19 years of age on August 31st of this school year. 

 Students must obtain a medical examination by a physician each school year prior to practice. 
The physical is valid for one year from the date of the examination. However, if the physical 
expires prior to the end of the season this physical will be null and void. A new physical will be 
required prior to the beginning of the sport’s season. 

Athletic  boosters 
The GCHS Athletic Booster Club 
meets the first Monday of every 
month at 7:00 PM in the media 

center.  Everyone is invited!   

Athletic conduct 
GCHS Athletes are representatives of the school and must conduct themselves  

appropriately.  Athletes must abide by the rules and regulations set forth by the coach-
ing staff, as well as Cumberland County Schools and Gray’s Creek High School.  All 

GCHS athletes are expected to represent themselves, their coaches, and the school in a 
positive manner, exhibiting good sportsmanship and respect for all.   

Athletes who fail to comply will face disciplinary action, which may  
include suspension from school and/or dismissal from the team. 



 

 

Buses  
The Board of Education realizes that school buses are a means of transportation  
provided by the State of North Carolina.  Drivers, monitors, and students who ride buses 
are expected to conduct themselves in an orderly manner.  Therefore, the  
following regulations have been established by the Cumberland County School Board and 
Gray’s Creek High School to govern student conduct while riding school buses... 

 Students must ride their assigned bus and follow the instructions of the bus driver.  

 Student must board and dismount the bus at assigned stops and through the  
         designated door. 

 Students should arrive at their bus stop 10 minutes prior to the expected arrival of the 
bus.  The bus will not wait for students. 

 Students must remain in their seats while the bus is moving and keep their heads and 
hands inside the bus at all times. 

 Students must not throw any object from the school bus or inside the school bus. 

 Students must not eat, drink, curse, and talk loudly while on the bus. 

 Students must refrain from doing anything that might be considered dangerous to the 
safety of others on the bus. 

 Students must adhere to all Cumberland County and Gray’s Creek High School rules. 
Students who violate the school bus rules, including fighting, will be subject to immediate 
suspension and/or bus dismissal.  Drivers, monitors, and students assigned to school 
buses shall be responsible for willful or negligent damage caused by their actions. 

Attendance Policy 
 

An attendance policy communicates to all students, parents, and teachers the importance of good attendance 
in achieving academic success.  It supports character education, dependability, and responsibility.   Pursuant 
to North Carolina General Statute 115C-378, Gray’s Creek High School will adhere to the following attendance 
policy. 
§ 115C-378.  Children required to attend. 

(a)  Every parent, guardian or custodian in this State having charge or control of a child between the ages of seven and 16 years 
shall cause the child to attend school continuously for a period equal to the time which the public school to which the child is assigned 
shall be in session. Every parent, guardian, or custodian in this State having charge or control of a child under age seven who is enrolled in 
a public school in grades kindergarten through two shall also cause the child to attend school continuously for a period equal to the time 
which the public school to which the child is assigned shall be in session unless the child has withdrawn from school. 

(b)  No person shall encourage, entice or counsel any child of compulsory school age to be unlawfully absent from school. The 
parent, guardian, or custodian of a child shall notify the school of the reason for each known absence of the child, in accordance with local 
school board policy. 
  
If a student misses 2 or less days, he/she must request make up from their teacher on their first 
day back. 
If a student misses 3 or more days, the parent should contact the registrar in guidance to request 
make up work. Please allow 48 hours for work to be submitted for parent/student pick up. 
 

 Students have 3 school days to make up work after an absence. 

 Educational field trips do not count as absences. 

 Lawful absences include the following: 
 1.  Illness or injury with a doctor’s note.  Parent note is accepted for short term       ab-
sences due to illness or injury so long as they are not excessive. 
 2.  Death of immediate family member 
 3.  Medical/Dental appointments with doctor’s note 
 4.  Court proceedings with documentation 
 
All documentation regarding lawful absences must be submitted to the attendance office within 7 
days of the first date of absence. If documentation has not been received within the 7 days, those 
absences will remain unexcused. NO LATE DOCUMENTATION WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

Bookbags 
Students may use only clear or mesh bookbags to transport books and educational items 

to and from their classes throughout the school day.  If a student uses large  
handbags or bookbags that are not clear or mesh to bring items to and from school, 

these bags must be left in the student’s locker from 8:25 am until 3:40 pm. 



 

 

Cafeteria 

Student conduct 
 Students are expected to exhibit 

proper etiquette at all times. 

 Students must not run to the lunch 
line. 

 Students must not break the lunch 
line. 

 Students should remove all trays, 
paper, and dishes from the table after 
eating and place them in the desig-
nated area. 

 Students may not charge meals. 

 Students must know their ID number 
to key in on the keypad. 

Free or  
Reduced Information 

In order to receive free or reduced meals, 
students must complete the application 

process and acquire  
approval from Child Nutrition Services.  The 
application can be picked up from home-

room teachers.  It should be completed and 
returned to the main office to be submitted 

for approval.  For the first 10 days of school,  
students will maintain their free/reduced  

lunch status from the  
previous year while current   

applications are being processed. 

 

General Information 
Students may pay for meals in advance in the cafeteria before 8:15 AM. These accounts 
are non-transferable. 
      Reduced  Full  Adult 
Breakfast            .00   .00            à la carte  
   

Lunch           .00            $2.25           à la carte  
Prices are subject to change upon notification from Child Nutrition Services. 
 
The Cafeteria Charge Policy, Free or Reduced Meal Benefits Applications, and Prepay 
Options information is available in the Counseling Center. 

Change of Address 
Any student who changes his or her address or phone number must immediately inform 

the Counseling Center Data Manager and/or Registrar.   
Parents must bring proof of a change in address.  Proof of address change includes an 

electric bill, power bill, water bill, or a deed of trust. 

Checking in 
Any student late to school must report immediately to the attendance win-
dow to receive a class admission slip.   Failure to do so will result in discipli-
nary action. 
1. Excused tardy - Student has appropriate documentation. 
 a. The student presents a note from a doctor/dentist. 
 b. The student presents documentation of court proceedings. 
 c. The student is checked in by a parent/guardian. 
 

Excessive excused tardies will result in administrative review/referral to social worker. 
 

2. Unexcused tardy - Student does not have appropriate documentation. 
 a. First offense - Verbal warning, notice given to the student, and phone call 
  to parent or legal guardian 
 b. Second offense - Verbal warning, notice given to the student, and phone 
  call to parent or legal guardian 
 c. Third offense - Student will be referred to the administration and further 
     disciplinary action will be taken. 
 d. Fourth offense - Student will be charged with Failure to Comply, which is a  
 suspendable offense. Students with a parking permit could have their 
 permit revoked for 10 school days. 



 

 

Checking out 
If a student must leave after having arrived on the Gray’s Creek High School 
campus, the student must check-out through the attendance office.  Failure to 
do so will result in disciplinary action.   

NOTE 
Students with a valid parking pass 
checking out with a note must pre-
sent the note to the attendance 
clerk prior to the 8:25 AM bell.  The 
note must contain the student Pow-
erSchool number, the reason for 
checking out, parent’s or guardian’s 
name, signature, and phone number 
to be used for verification.   
 
While the school will make every  
effort to verify the check out note, it 
is ultimately the responsibility of the 
parent or guardian to ensure its  
verification. 
 
No student will be allowed to check 
out of school without verification of 
the note. 
 
Students will be given a check out 
pass to present to their teachers so 
that they may report to the office at 
the appropriate time to check out of 
school. 

General information 
 No student will be allowed to 

check out of school unless the 
parent/guardian or responsible 
person on the verification of ad-
dress form comes to pick the 
student up. 

 Students who become ill during 
the school day should report to 
the office, and the parents  or 
guardians will be contacted. 

 Under no circumstances will a 
student be permitted to leave 
school early without parent/
guardian authorization and the 
principal’s or designee’s permis-
sion. 

Children with special needs 
Section 504/Americans with disabilities act 

 

No otherwise qualified individual with a disability shall, solely by reason of his 
or her disability, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or 
be subject to discrimination from any program or activity of the school.   
 

Qualified disabled students are entitled to a free appropriate public education. 
 

Disabled persons who believe they have been subjected to discrimination on 
the basis of their disability may appeal to the school district ADA/Section 504 
Coordinator: 
 
 Dr. Natasha Scott, MSW 
 Cumberland County Schools 
 P.O. Box 2357 
 Fayetteville, NC 28302 
 
 



 

 

counseling center 
The Counseling program is an integral part of the educational offering at Gray’s 

Creek High School.  The Counseling Department includes  
counselors who assist students in making educational and vocational plans.  

College catalogues, occupational books and pamphlets, and  
scholarship information are available.  Students wishing to have counselors 

review any applications must be considerate of the staff members and  submit 
a request 10 school days before deadline dates.  In  

addition, personal issues may be discussed with counselors.  Appointments are 
required except in emergency situations.  

Disciplinary procedures 
At Gray’s Creek High School, we believe that good discipline is essential to 

attaining a quality education.  Each student has the right to a positive,  
nurturing interaction with our faculty, staff, and administration as well  

as the right to be free from distraction caused by the inappropriate  
behavior of others.   

 
Rules and policies are established to maintain a safe and orderly learning  
environment.  All students are subject to the rules and policies published 
in the Cumberland County Schools Student Code of Conduct in addition to 

the rules and policies of Gray’s Creek High School. 
 

According to the Cumberland County Schools Student Code of Conduct,  
students are expected to treat others with respect, behave in a responsi-

ble manner, and demonstrate high standards of integrity. 
 

Negative behaviors are detrimental to the educational environment  
of the school and will not be tolerated.  Students who demonstrate  

these behaviors will be disciplined appropriately  
according to the CCS Code of Conduct. 

Distribution of materials 
 

Any organization, company representative, or individual that wishes to place or  
distribute materials of any nature must adhere to the following  
regulations. 

 
1. Contact Mrs. Stewart for permission prior to bringing the materials to the school. 

2. Make no effort to distribute or cause to have distributed any materials prior to   
receiving this permission. 



 

 

Dress code 
Each GCHS student is expected to use good taste in choosing clothing for the 
school day so as not to present a health hazard, not to draw attention for him/
herself, and not to interfere with the educational process.   

 Students must wear shoes at all times.  Students cannot wear bedroom slippers. 

 No skin tight clothing. This includes all clothing: tops, dresses, shirts, compression garments, 
leggings, jeggings, yoga pants, or any other skin tight clothing will be considered undergar-
ments and must be worn with appropriate dress attire which comes to no more than three (3) 
inches above the knee. 

 No skin more than three (3) inches above the knee may be visible, all the way around the 
leg, either by length, holes, slits, transparent material or any other insert. 

 No tanks tops, belly shirts, spaghetti strap clothing, no off-the-should shirts or muscle shirts 
permitted (Shirts must cover the entire shoulder and back). 

 No sagging pants allowed. Sagging will be defined as; pants low enough to allow whatever is 
under the pants, regardless of how many layers exist, to be visible. 

 No hats, caps, hoods, doo rags, sunglasses, and bandanas or other headgear, to include 
headphones and ear pods in the classroom, may be worn inside the school building. Stu-
dents may not possess or display bandanas on GCHS property (includes buses) at any time 
during any event. All headgear must be on the part of the head with the purpose of holding 
the hair back. 

 No attire with messages or illustrations that are lewd, indecent, or vulgar, or advertise any 
product or service not permitted by law to minors may be worn. This includes offensive words 
or designs, depictions of controlled substances, confederate flags, or anything obscene or 
offensive in nature. 

 No chains, spikes, locks will be worn at any time in the school building or at any event. 

 Jewelry or accessories that could be used as harmful objects may not be worn. 

 All heavy/long coats must be kept in students’ locker during the school day. 

 Although individual school dress codes may contain certain restrictions on head coverings, 
consistent with Board of Education Policies 1710, 1730, 3510 and 3515, the Cumberland 
County Schools will allow students to wear head coverings if they are an expression of a 
sincerely held religious belief or to reasonably accommodate medical or disability-related 
issues.  

 Any masks worn in schools in response to COVID-19 or other health concerns may not 
contain or depict messages or images that would otherwise be prohibited under Policy Code 
4316, "Student Dress Code." Examples of prohibited messages or images are those which 
are provocative or obscene, substantially disruptive, or which promote or depict illegal 
activity.  

 

 
Student Dress Code is available on the 

Gray’s Creek High School Website. 
 
 

Students violating code will be asked to change clothes. If student does not have a 
change of clothes, student will sit in ISS until parents arrive with a change of clothes. 

If you think your item or outfit might be questionable,  
then choose to wear something else. 

Students who violate the dress code will face the following disciplinary actions: 
 

    First offense - Student will be warned and the parent or guardian will be called to  
    provide a change of clothes. The student will remain in ISS until appropriate clothing  
    is provided. 
 

    Second offense - Student’s parent or guardian will be called to provide a change  
    of clothes.  The student will remain in ISS for the remainder of the school day. 
 

    Third offense and subsequent offenses - Short-term suspension (1 - 5 days) 
 

 



 

 

Athletic teams 
         Fall Sports                  Winter Sports             Spring Sports 
       Cheerleading                Basketball           Baseball 
       Cross Country                Bowling           Golf 
       Football                 Cheerleading           Women’s Soccer 
       Women’s Tennis                Swimming           Softball 
       Women’s Volleyball                 Wrestling           Men’s Tennis 
       Men’s Soccer             Track & Field 
Cross Country, Basketball, Swimming, Golf and Track & Field offer men’s and women’s teams.   
Junior Varsity and Varsity level teams are offered in most sports.   

Clubs and activities 

extracurricular activities 
The GCHS Student Government Association would like to encourage all members of the 
student body to become involved in the extracurricular activities offered at GCHS.  In 

addition to athletic teams, GCHS offers membership in several clubs and organizations.  
Meeting dates and times will be announced to students. 

Academy of Scholars 
Art Club 
BTW (Better the World) 
Family, Career & Community Leaders of America 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
Future Business Leaders of America 
Gamer’s Club 
GEMS 
Harry Potter Club 
Health Occupation Students of America 

Just Go With It 
National FFA Organization 
National Honor Society 
NJROTC Drill Lab 
Poetry Club/Poetic Pathos 
Skills USA 
Spectrum 
Speech and Debate 
Student Government Association 
Thespian Honor Society 

electronics 
Once a student enters the building, items that interfere with learning environment 
of GCHS will be confiscated. These items include, but are not limited to, electronics 
(including cell phones, air pods, smart watches, IPods), laser pens, etc. For smart 
watches or other similar devices, students must disable the sync mode, including 
Bluetooth, during the school day. Students may possess or use personal electronic 
devices on school property, on school buses, or at school sponsored events accord-
ing to the following guidelines: 

 Electronic devices may be used before school until the 8:25 am tardy bell, during class 
changes, in the cafeteria, and after school when the bell rings at 3:40 pm. They may not 
be used in the classroom. 

 Bluetooth and external speakers of any kind are not allow ed at any time. 

 Personal electronic devices may not be used to cause any disruption in the educational 
process or for unethical or illegal purposes. Prohibited uses include, but are not limited to, 
cheating on assignments and/or tests, harassing or bullying others, and taking 
or distributing unauthorized photographs or recordings of other people. 

 Personal electronic devices may not be used to access any obscene, threatening or other-
wise inappropriate material via any form of electronic communication. 

 Personal electronic devices may not be used for any activity prohibited by the CCS Code of 
Conduct, to circumvent CCS network security, or for any unauthorized access to or inappro-
priate use of the CCS computer network. 

 GCHS will not be responsible, or liable for, the theft, loss, data loss, damage, destruction, 
misuse or vandalism of any student’s personal electronic device brought onto CCS/GCHS 
property. 

 If a student is found in violation of the GCHS Personal Electronic Devices Policy, the per-
sonal electronic device (cellphone, smartwatch, etc) will be confiscated by school person-
nel. Refusal by a student to surrender the device is not an option. Personal electronic 
devices confiscated and turned into the administration as a result of a first violation may be 
returned to the student at the end of the school day; violations following this require the 
parent or guardian to come to GCHS to retrieve the personal electronic device. 

 



 

 

 
 

Elevator 
The elevator may only be used by staff members and specific students who have obtained written 

authorization from the attendance office. 

 

Exams 

Final exams will be given prior to the end of each semester.  Parents and students should not make 
plans that will interfere with exams.  The school day for students will be a full day during exam 

week. There will be no early dismissals.  Seniors who are absent 5 days or less (excused and unex-
cused) with a C average may be exempt from their final exams provided the exam is not a state-

mandated EOC, NC Final or VOCATS exam. 
 

Each student enrolled in an EOC, NC Final or VOCATS course will be required to take the 
state administered final exam which will count for 20% of the course average.  

(NO EXEMPTIONS) 

 

False alarms 
A student will be subject to immediate suspension and/or criminal charges for turning 

in a false fire alarm, tampering with a fire extinguisher, communicating written or 
verbal threats of fire, bombs, or other catastrophic events. 

 

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA) 

 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act is a federal law that governs the maintenance of 
student records.  Under this law, parents of students or students (if they are at least 18 years of age) 
have both the right to inspect records kept by the school about the student and the right to correct 
inaccuracies in the records.  Access to the records by persons other then the parents (of the student) 
is limited and generally requires prior consent by the parents of the student. 
 

Copies of this policy may be found in the office of the Superintendent and in the Principal ’s office of 
each school within the Cumberland County School System. 
 

Complaints about noncompliance of school personnel with the Family Education Rights and Privacy 
Act may be made, in writing, to FERPA Office, Federal  
Building No. 10,6000 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20202. 

 
Fees & charges 

Charges will be assessed for lost and damaged books, materials, supplies, 
equipment, and property in accordance with established replacement or 
repair costs. The power to regulate student fees and charges is vested in 
the Board of Education by virtue of the State Law, G.S. 115C-47.  Pursuant 
to this power and authority, the Board shall periodically review and approve 
all system wide student authority and system wide fees. Such fees and 
charges include, but are not limited to the following: 
1. Lost and damaged book fees and charges, lost and damaged materi-

als, supplies and equipment fees. 
2. Fees required for services and activities such as musical instrument 

rental fees, publication fees, student pictures, parking permits, official 
transcript fees, admission to athletic events, graduation fees (cap and 
gown), class dues for juniors and seniors, and I.D. cards. 

3. Students may be charged for the cost of raw materials in certain  
        occupational courses. 
 

Fees will be carried forward at the end of each school year.  I f fees  
or charges are not paid or arrangements have not been made for payment, 
the principal shall withhold report cards, grades, and diploma until payment  
is made.  If after all of the above steps have been taken and no satisfactory  
arrangements have been made, the matter shall be referred to the Board  
attorney. No Checks for lost books will be taken after May 1st. All  
fees after May 1st must be paid in cash. 



 

 

Field trips 
A field trip form signed by the student’s parent or guardian and each subject 

teacher must be on file with the office manager prior to any field trip or  
excursion.  In order to be eligible to participate in a field trip, students must be 
in good academic standing (passing each course) and must not be in 
jeopardy of failure due to attendance in any class. Forms for college 

visitation for Juniors and Seniors are available in the Counseling Center. 

FIGHTING 
The administration, faculty, staff, and students of GCHS deserve to work and 

learn in a safe and orderly environment that is free from disruption.   
 

As a result, fighting will not be tolerated.  According to the CCS Student Code 
of Conduct, students who engage in fighting during school, on school premis-
es, at a school-sponsored event, on a school-owned vehicle, or at a bus stop 

will face disciplinary action which may include long-term  
suspension or disciplinary reassignment to an alternative program 

after the first offense. 

Fire Drills 
Evacuation routes are posted in all classrooms.  In case of a fire alarm, each 

class should move at least 300 feet from the building and turn facing the  
building.  Students should refrain from talking, stay in a straight line,  

and stay with his/her teacher at all times.  
  

An all-clear announcement to re-enter the building will be made.   
 

If the alarm goes off during lunch, students are to exit the cafeteria to the 
athletic fields area.   

 
If the alarm goes off during a change of class the students should quickly exit 

the building through the nearest exit.  After exiting, students should locate 
their previous class period teacher. 

First Aid   
The school can help with such things 
as emergency first aid.  If a student is 
too ill to attend classes, he/she is too 
ill to remain in school and parents will 
be notified to come for the student.  

All students who have  
medical problems or physical  
limitations that require special  

attention regularly or in an emergency 
should report these conditions to the 

office.  The appropriate staff will assist 
students with the medical care.  No 

school employee may administer med-
ication, to include over-the-counter, 
except those who have been trained 

to do so. 

Flowers or Balloons 
 

Students will not be permitted to  
receive items at school. Please 
see next page for more infor-

mation. 
 



 

 

Honor roll 
“A” Honor Roll will consist of students making no final grade below an “A”.   
“B” Honor Roll will consist of students making no final grade below an “B”. 

Hall Traffic 
Students should walk (not run) on the 
right side of the halls and stairs and 

should not block traffic patterns.  
Students are not permitted in the 

hallways during class unless they are 
accompanied or they have their  
hallway passport signed by an  

authorized staff member.   
 

All passes should be written in 
the passport section of the  

student planner.  

grades 
Grades are assigned on a 10-point scale.  Parents may use their child’s Pow-
erSchool number to access grade and attendance information at the following 

website:  
www.ccs.k12.nc.us/parentmod/ 

DELIVERIES TO STUDENT(S) DURING SCHOOL HOURS 
Regulation Code 5020-R 

 
The paramount concern of the board and administration is to provide a safe and orderly learning 
environment in which disruptions to instructional time are kept to a minimum. For safety’s sake, 
access to schools during school hours must be carefully regulated. In the interest of security and 
minimizing disruptions to the instructional environment, only the parents/guardians on file with 
the school shall be permitted to make deliveries to or for their student(s) only. Commercial 
deliveries to or for students are not permitted. Deliveries of flowers or balloons are not permit-
ted, and deliveries of food shall be limited to lunch items only. Any deliveries of student medi-
cations by parents/guardians must conform to the requirements of Policy 6125 and Regulation 
6125-R. Cross References: Board Policy Code 5020: Visitors to Schools; Board Policy Code 
1510/4200/7270: School Safety. Board Policy Code 6125: Administering Medicines to Stu-
dents; Regulation 6125-R: Procedures for Administration of Medication in the Schools. Ap-
proved By Superintendent: June 26, 2019 

Grievance procedure 
If at any time, a student or parent has a discrepancy in the student’s  
grade in a particular class, the student and parent should meet with  
the teacher of that course.  If at the conclusion of the meeting, an  
acceptable resolution is not reached, students and parents should  

request a meeting with a school administrator. 
 

guests 
Visitors are not allowed on the GCHS 

campus without permission of the 
principal.  All visitors must check in at 

the main office.   

Graduation requirements 
In order to graduate from the Cumberland County School system,  
a student must successfully complete the unit/course requirements  
for a specific course of study.  On a 4 X 4 schedule, students must  

earn a minimum of 28 credits in their course of study.   
 

Graduation requirements differ depending upon the student’s  
entry date into school. 

 

More  information is available in the Counseling Center. 

Honor assemblies 
An academic awards assembly will 

be held to honor  
students whose overall course  

average is an 80 or higher.   
Students will be presented with  

an academic letter or pin for 
their achievements.  



 

 

Inclement weather 
If school is closed, delayed, or dismissed early due to inclement weather, the 
local radio and television stations will make an announcement and CCS will 

send a phone call to students.  

Honor graduates 
 

Honor graduates are based on  
weighted GPA. 

 
Summa Cum Laude (4.20 and higher) 

Magna Cum Laude (3.91 - 4.19) 
Cum Laude (3.75 - 3.90) 

I.D. Cards 
The cost of a student ID card is $5.00 and is payable at the time the picture is tak-
en. Students are to have their I.D. cards at all times while at school or at a school 
function (games/JR-SR Prom, etc.) Seniors must have an ID to go upstairs at the 

ringing of the senior bell. Requests for a replacement should be made to the Media 
Center Coordinator. A Current Year Student ID is Required for Prom.   

In-school suspension (iss) 
In-School Suspension, in some instances, may be offered in lieu of suspension 
from school.  Students assigned to ISS will be expected to adhere to the  
guidelines established by the administration and supervising teacher.   
The rules governing ISS are listed below. 

1. Students must be in assigned seats before the tardy bell rings. 
2. Gum, candy, drinks and other food items are not allowed. 
3. Students will each lunch in the ISS room. 
4. The student must take all textbooks, paper, pencil, pens, etc. when 

reporting to ISS. 
5. There will be no communication of any kind (verbal, written, or sign 

language) between students assigned to ISS. 
6. Regular classroom teachers will send the student’s assignments to 

ISS. 
7. The student may check out of ISS for personal illness or a doctor’s 

appointment only.  If a student misses time from assigned ISS time, 
he or she must make it up the following school day. 

Insurance 
The Board of Education shall require a student in interscholastic sports and 
in other school activities, as deemed necessary, to participate in the school 
accident insurance program.  Students with private insurance should have 
a parent/guardian submit a statement to the principal that the student is  
adequately protected against accidents that may occur while participating  

in activities. 
 

The Board shall not be liable for any injuries or other form of accidents 
that may arise out of the course of any student’s activities or  

school-related activities.  Packets of information on student insurance  
will be provided to each student. 

Honor cords/Stole 
Students meeting the qualifications will 
be allowed to wear graduation cords/

stole for the following areas: 
 

AIG 
Academy of Information Technology 

Academy of Scholars 
Career and Technical Education 

F.T.C.C.  
National Honor Society (stole) 



 

 

Lost and found 
Any personal belongings found on 

school grounds should be turned in to 
the main office.  Any student missing 
personal belongings should check at 

the office.   
The school is not responsible for mon-
ey, books, clothing or other items left 
unattended.  At the end of each se-

mester, unclaimed items remaining in 
lost and found will be discarded. 

 

GCHS strongly recommends all 
students put their valuables in 
the valuable box provided by 

their teacher during their PE or 
dance class (do not leave any 
valuables in the locker room.) 

Junior-Senior Prom 
The Junior-Senior Prom, a Junior class sponsored project, is the result of 

months of planning throughout the year. An elaborate theme, decorations, and 
popular musical selections are combined to honor the graduating seniors.  

Only Juniors, Seniors, and approved guests under 21 may attend Prom. The 
Prom dress code is formal attire for males and females, to include shoes. No 

sneakers or flip flops of any kind will be allowed. In order to attend, all Juniors 
and Seniors must have a Gray’s Creek High School ID. Students will not be 

allowed to enter Prom without proper identifications. Guests must have filled 
out an approved application, submitted proper identifications and paid the 

guest fee to attend Prom. No one can attend that has not earned Junior status. 
**Prom dues are $75 and can be paid to Mrs. Pickett** 

Lockers 
The safe schools coordinator will issue 

lockers to students.  Students  
will place a school lock on their  

lockers.  For student safety, locks 
other than school issued will not be 
allowed.  The school must also have  

a record of the lock  
combinations prior to being  

assigned a locker.  
Students are responsible for all con-

tents of his or her locker! 

Loitering 
Students should not loiter on school 
property after school, before school, 

or on non-school days.  Students 
should not be in the school building 

prior to 8:00 am AM or after 3:45 PM 
unless they are under the direct  
supervision of a staff member.   

 

Students are not to loiter in restrooms 
or in cars which are parked on cam-
pus.  Loitering, eating, or socializing 
in the restroom will not be tolerated. 

Married/independent 
Students 

 
Any student who gets married, is 
emancipated, or registered as an 

independent student must  
immediately report this information 

to the Counseling Center  
Receptionist. 

marshals 
Juniors chosen as marshals are  

responsible for paying the rental fee 
for graduation attire. 

Make up work 
The student is responsible for 

making arrangements with the 
teacher to make up work.   

 
Teachers may  

schedule make-up work at their  
discretion, within 3 school days after 
the student's return. Work not made 
up within the 3 day period may result 
in a loss of credit for the assignment.   

 
If the student is absent five or more 

days, a longer period may be granted.    



 

 

Media Center 
1. The Media Center is open from 8:05 AM to 4:00 PM each school day.  

Students should obtain a pass from their teachers during the instructional 
day. NO FOOD OR DRINKS ARE ALLOWED IN THE MEDIA CENTER. 

2. The purpose of the Media Center is to provide a place for research and 
quiet study.  Students who cannot positively contribute to such an atmos-
phere will be suspended from using the facility for an appropriate length 
of time.  A Media Coordinator and an Administrator will determine the 
length of time. 

3. Passes must be given for one of the following purposes: Check book(s) in 
or out, do research, read, listen to or preview library materials. 

4. To safeguard media accounts, students must present their I.D. when 
checking materials in or out, or when checking on overdue fines.  Stu-
dents are not permitted to check out materials for their friends. 

5. All patrons are responsible for all materials charged to their media ac-
count. 

6. Books are checked out for 14 days, after which time they can be renewed.  
There is a fine of ten cents per school day on each overdue book. 

7. Reference books and magazines are checked out for overnight use. There 
is a fine of 50 cents per day on each of these overdue materials. 

8. Materials of all kinds are expensive and are purchased for all students and 
teachers.  Therefore, a few rules of common courtesy must apply: use 
them carefully, use your time with them efficiently, return them on time, 
and do not re-shelve materials you use; the library staff will do this. 

9. Printing is available to patrons of the Media Center.   
 

Countywide school policy requires each student to have a permission 
form signed by a parent or guardian before exploring the Internet. 

Medication 
It is unlawful for school officials to supply medicine for a student who is ill and 

does not have the proper documents on file in the school’s main office.   
Students who need prescribed medication during school must have a 

“Physicians School Medication” form and/or an “Asthma  
Self-Medication” (inhalers only) form on file with receptionist in the main  

office.  Prescribed medications must be in the properly labeled prescription 
package.  Over-the-counter medications will not be accepted unless they are 
prescribed by a physician and carry a prescription label.  Students may not 

carry medication unless it is an inhaler for asthma and the “Asthma  
Self-Medication” form is on file with receptionist.  Form information and pre-
scription must match exactly. The parent or legal guardian must bring in all 

forms as well as the medications required for the student.   
Students are not allowed to transport medication to  

and from school. 



 

 

Messages 
Messages will not be delivered to students during the instructional 
day.  Should the parent have an emergency and need to leave a 
message regarding transportation home, we will attempt to deliver it at the 
end of  
the school day; however, please know that we will only inform the student  
to ride his/her assigned school bus home.  Under no circumstances will  
we send a message to wait for a ride after school or to ride home with  
another student or adult. 

 
National Honor Society 

 
1. The student must meet the basic guidelines for scholarship, lead-

ership, character, and service of the National Honor Society. 
2. Student will be invited to join NHS in the fall of their Junior year. 
3. Student must have a cumulative grade point average of at least 

3.9 (weighted) 
4. Once invited to join, student must complete an application for 

candidacy that will be read and reviewed by a committee. 
5. Any student who has been assigned to ISS more than twice or 

OSS more than once will not be considered eligible for NHS mem-
bership. 

6. Club dues are $15 and will be collected after candidate has been 
admitted. 

 
Membership requirements: 
 

Once inducted, members are expected to attend all meetings and par-
ticipate in service projects. Students must maintain a minimum 3.9 
weighted) GPA and maintain excellent attendance and disciplinary 
records. Any student found to no longer represent the NHS values of 
scholarship, leadership, service, and character will be removed from 
the club. 
 

The NHS member must maintain the standards of  
Scholarship, Leadership, Service, and Character  

by which the member was selected. 
 
 



 

 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
The Gray’s Creek High School administration and teachers believe that  

home/school communication is vital to the success of its students.  We encour-
age parents and guardians to contact the school at any time to schedule an 

appointment to discuss the progress of their child. Teachers may also be  
contacted via email. School-wide conference times will be  

scheduled once each semester.  These dates and times will be publicized in 
school to all students and through the phone system to all parents.   

 Dates are as follows:  October 6, 2020 and March 2, 2021. 

Parking (Student) Agreement 
 

DRIVING TO SCHOOL IS A PRIVILEGE.  Any violation of parking rules will result in the 
loss of parking privileges.  Any student who leaves campus (or aides other students 
who leave campus) without complying with GCHS check-out policies will 
lose his/her parking permit for up to 8 weeks. 
 

A valid parking permit must be displayed.  Vehicles without the permits are subject to 
towing.  The owner of the vehicle is liable for any cost associated with the towing. 
 

Gray’s Creek High School is not liable for any damage/vandalism done to any vehicle-
campus. 
 

Any student having five tardies to school will result in loss of parking permit for school 
days. 
 

Park only in your designated parking spot in the student parking lot.  AT NO TIME are 
students to be parked in front of the building, the teacher’s parking lot, or 
the fire lane.  Park w ithin one space, parallel to the painted l ines. 
 

Anyone caught speeding or otherwise operating a vehicle in an unsafe manner is sub-
ject to loss of parking privilege and/or arrest. 
 

Students must check with the front office before going to their vehicles during the 
school day for emergencies only. 
 

Student Vehicle must remain in their assigned slot while on campus, to include before 
and after school activities. All other students must vacate the campus by 3:45 pm. 
 

All CCS and GCHS rules will be enforced in the parking lot. This includes the prohibited 
use of tobacco products on campus. 
 

The Board of Education authorizes administrative personnel who have a reasonable 
belief that a student or students are in possession of weapons, illegal drugs, or other 
substances harmful to the student or students, or the general welfare of the student 
body, to search the vehicle of student(s). 
 

Keep vehicles locked at all times. Record the serial number of valuable items kept in 
the vehicle.  GCHS is not responsible for items that may be taken from the vehicle.  
 

Your parking privileges will be revoked for the remainder of the school year on your 3rd 
citation.  Any violation of this agreement may result in revocation of your 
parking privileges  
 

Parking permits cost $50.00 per year. Each vehicle that a student may drive 
must display a permit.  
 

Parking permits remain the property of Gray's Creek High School. If the permit is tak-
en, there are no refunds.   

Physical Education Exemption 
Any students who needs to be exempted from physical education for medical 
reasons must bring a note from their doctor stating the reason for the exemp-

tion and the length of time the student should not participate. These notes 
must be renewed every year unless the doctor states that the student will nev-

er be able to participate in physical education classes. 



 

 

Skates and skateboarding on campus 
For safety reasons, students are not allowed, at any time, to skate or  

skateboard on school property.  A skateboard is a non-educational item and 
should not be brought to school.  If a student brings his or her  

skateboard on campus, it will be confiscated and returned to the  
parent or legal guardian. 

Pregnancy 
Pregnant students should  

immediately notify the  
school social worker . 

phone use 
Students are not permitted to use the 

school phones except in cases of 
emergency.  If students have an  

emergency, they should report to the 
office with a pass.  At no time should 

students use classroom tele-
phones.   

Promotion standards (4 X 4) 
1. To be promoted from the ninth grade to the tenth grade, a stu-

dent must successfully complete six (6) units of course credit.   
 (1 in English) 
 
2. To be promoted from tenth grade to eleventh grade, a student 

must complete thirteen (13) units of course credit.  (2 in English) 
 
3. To be promoted from eleventh grade to twelfth grade, a student 

must complete twenty (20) units of course credit.  (3 in English)  
In addition to this, the student must be eligible to graduate in 
order to be promoted. 

Skipping class 
Students are expected to be in their 
assigned classes during the school 

day.  More than 5 minutes late to class 
is skipping. Skipping class or school 
will not be tolerated.  I f it is de-
termined that a student is skipping 

class or school, appropriate disciplinary 
action will be taken.  Students who are 
skipping may have their parking 

permit revoked for up to  
8 weeks. 

Safety  
For the safety of all, students are not 

to sit, slide, or play on the rails or 
lockers. 

Senior EARLY release 
Seniors early release students, or any 

other student with an alternative 
schedule away from campus, must 

have a card showing the program and 
the sponsor signature with them at all 
times.  These students should leave 

campus immediately.  To be approved 
for early release, Athletes must get 

permission from Mr. Lindsey (Athletic 
Director) and their  

Counselor. 



 

 

Textbook damage fees 
Each student is responsible for any damaged or lost textbooks issued to the 
student.  Damaged or lost books will be assessed a fee of full price for the 
cost of the book. 
    
Books should never be left any place where someone else may pick them 
up.   
Students are responsible for textbooks issued to them until they 
are returned to the teacher at the end of the school semester.   
If you transfer from one teacher to another, you are to return your text-
book to the teacher who issued the textbook.  You will receive a book from 
your new teacher.  If you stop attending school or transfer to another 
school, you must return all textbooks to the teacher who issued them to 
you.  Under regular circumstances, all books will be collected at the end of 
the semester.   
 
 
 
 
Certain materials, which are needed for special courses, are 
not provided by the state and must be paid for by the 
individual students enrolled in these courses. 
 
 

Tornado drill 
 

When the alarm sounds, the teacher and students will proceed to the assigned 
tornado area in the building and assume protective positions.  Students should 
refrain from talking and proceed in an orderly manner.  Teachers must check 

their roll and remain with their students at all times. 

USE OF FACILITIES AFTER SCHOOL 
 
Students will not re-enter the building after the ringing of the 3:40pm 
dismissal bell.  Students who remain on campus for athletic practices 
will report immediately to the gym or practice area.  All dressing will be 
done in the rooms provided. 
 
Students remaining for club meetings, driver’s education, or tutoring 
should go directly to their assigned area to meet the club advisor or 
supervising staff member immediately after school. 
 
Students will not be permitted to loiter before or after school in the 
parking lots. 
 
Any infraction of the aforementioned is a serious violation of school 
regulations. 

 



 

 

Unauthorized items 
No alcoholic beverages, narcotics, or harmful drugs are allowed on school 
grounds at any time. Students exhibiting the symptoms of being under the 
influence of the above controlled substances will be subject to disciplinary  

action. Any paraphernalia used in the consumption of controlled substances are 
also forbidden.  These include, but are not limited to roach clips, rolling papers, 
bongs, pipes, and accessories for cocaine, (ex. spoons, syringes, hypodermic 
needles), and pills not prescribed by a physician.  (Students who have been 

prescribed medication by a physician should follow all procedures and submit 
these items to the proper personnel in the main office.  At no time should  

students have any medication on their person or in their belongings.)   
Students may not bring items that are hazardous to the health and safety of 

others or that will interfere in some way with school procedures.  According to 
the Public School Laws of North Carolina and Cumberland County 

School Board policy, if it is believed that a student has items that are 
harmful to his/herself or to others, with reasonable suspicion, school 

administrators are allowed to search the student and his/her  
belongings.  Any sharp or blunt instrument, including knives, guns,  
explosives, stink bombs, or incendiary device will be confiscated and the re-

sponsible person(s) charged under G.S. 14-284.1. 
 

In cooperation with local law enforcement, the GCHS staff frequently allows the 
K-9 units from the Cumberland County Sheriff’s Office to conduct searches of 

the building, grounds, and all personal property located on the grounds.   
 

Students are responsible for any item on their person, in their  
vehicle, in their locker, or in their personal belongings. 

Valedictorian and Salutatorian 
  

These designations shall be made as cited below in partial fulfillment of 
the system-wide goal for the Cumberland County Schools to give 
appropriate recognitions to students for academic achievement. 

 
The school principal will name the graduating student(s) ranking highest 

in scholarship as the valedictorian(s), with the following stipulations: 

 To be considered for the Valedictorian, a student must be in  
 membership 150 consecutive days at the school from which he/she 
 will be graduating; however, a student graduating in less than four 
 years or who has been in membership less than four years or who 
 has been in his/her grades are equal to or greater than the student 
 who has attended high school for four years; and  
 
The school principal will name the graduating student(s) ranking second in 

scholarship as the salutatorian(s), with the following stipulations: 

 To be considered for the Salutatorian, a student must be in  
 membership 150 consecutive days at the school from which he/she 
 will be graduating; however, a student graduating in less than four 
 years or who has been in membership less than 150 days may be 
 considered for co-salutatorian if his/her grades are equal to or 
 greater than the student who has attended high school for four 
 years. 
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“The line between failure  

and success is so fine that we… 
are often on the line and  

do not know it. 
 

How many a man has  
thrown up his hands at a time  

when a little more effort,  
a little more patience,  

would have achieved success. 
 

A little more effort,  
and what seemed hopeless  

failure may turn  
to glorious success.” 

 
Elbert Hubbard 

American Writer & Business Person 
1856 - 1915 


